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pride and gratitude for everything she has
done for the good of her community.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today to celebrate the 90th birthday of my
friend H. Marie Smith and wish her many
more years of success.
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Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, North Dakota’s
exceptional quality of life has often been rec-
ognized by those who live in my state and
those who wish they did.

The secret to this quality of life can be
found in the quality of our people, the many
individuals who dedicate their careers and vol-
unteer time to making their communities bet-
ter.

Today, | want to recognize Rebekah
Christensen, director of the Richland-Wilkin
Kinship Program. She was presented with this
year's Outstanding Citizen Award by the
Wahpeton Breckenridge Area Chamber of
Commerce for her work as head of this pro-
gram.

This  Richland-Wilkin ~ Kinship  Program
matches young people with volunteer adults.
lts motto is “Mentors are ordinary people
doing ordinary thing that produce extraordinary
results.” This motto holds true as well with dy-
namic leaders like Rebekah, her mentor volun-
teers and board members, and the many com-
munity members who support the program fi-
nancially and with community engagement op-
portunities.

They are all contributing to supporting
young people in the Wahpeton-Breckenridge
area and helping them transition into success-
ful adults.

——————

55TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
PEACE CORPS
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OF WISCONSIN
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Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
join in the celebration of the 55th Anniversary
of the Peace Corps.

Since the program’s establishment on
March 1st, 1961 by President John F. Ken-
nedy, the Peace Corps has been working to
promote peace and friendship, and to help na-
tions tackle some of the most pressing chal-
lenges they face. As we celebrate, let's re-
member that the Peace Corps is now active in
over 130 nations and its volunteers remain
committed to tackling issues such as climate
change, pandemic disease, food security, and
gender inequality and empowerment.

In the 55 years since its’ founding, over
220,000 U.S. citizens, including current Mem-
bers of Congress, have served their nation in
the Peace Corps. And many more are eager
to serve. In 2015, the Peace Corps received
its highest number of applications (over
23,000) since 1975.

Peace Corps volunteers go abroad for de-
ployments of 2 years aid in the social and
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economic developments in some of the
world’s poorest countries. They serve as
teachers and health care providers in commu-
nities that lack access to various necessities
like food, water, education, healthcare, equal-
ity and disease prevention. They also help our
nation by becoming the face of America to
those they interact with while themselves gain-
ing a better understanding of the culture and
people of other nations. Volunteers often im-
merse themselves in the communities that
they are sent to and play a unique role in
shaping the lives of the individuals perma-
nently living there.

| want to take a moment to congratulate the
22 residents of my congressional district who
currently serve as Peace Corps volunteers.
They have been deployed to South Africa, In-
donesia, Ethiopia, and Ecuador, just to name
a few. | wish these young men and women
the best of luck as they begin to make a dif-
ference in the communities they have been
deployed to. And | have no doubt that these
talented and skilled young people will make an
incredible difference as Peace Corps volun-
teers.

| strongly support the Peace Corps. The
Peace Corps represents the best of America
and the undimmed potential of “soft power”
initiatives that help make our world a better
place. In the midst of poverty and through war
and conflict, the Peace Corps has shown the
world a hopeful, uplifting side of America that
reflects our fundamental values of peace,
prosperity, and progress. The Peace Corps
will be a vital part of the U.S. diplomatic and
development response and a sign of our na-
tion’s long term commitment to help alleviate
suffering around the globe.

Let us work to keep this program strong and
in business for another 55 years.
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Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, on February 12,
2016, | was unable to attend House Roll Call
Vote Numbers 79 through 82. If present, |
would have voted Yes on vote numbers 79
and 82 and voted No on vote numbers 80 and
81.

RECOGNIZING THE ANNIVERSARY
OF POGROMS AGAINST ARME-
NIANS

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 3, 2016

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the twenty-eighth anniversary
of the pogroms against people of Armenian
descent in Sumgait, Azerbaijan.

Peaceful demonstrations descended into
chaos when Azerbaijani rioters attacked Arme-
nian men and women advocating for democ-
racy on February 27, 1988. After three days of
unspeakable violence, hundreds of Armenians
lost their lives and thousands more no longer
had a place to call home.
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Undeterred by Soviet oppression, the Arme-
nian community and its dedication to demo-
cratic self-determination sparked a movement
that finally helped bring an end to the dictator-
ship of the Soviet Union. The courage dem-
onstrated by the Armenian people of Nagorno
Karabakh in demanding their rights even after
all of the adversity is admirable and should
never be forgotten.

Today, authoritarian leaders in Azerbaijan
continue to aggravate efforts by the OSCE
Minsk Group to achieve lasting peace in
Nagorno Karabakh and the surrounding re-
gion. This ancient Christian land has borne
withess to several crimes against humanity
over the years, and | have hope the United
States will take on its moral responsibility to
ensure the people of Armenia do not live in
fear.

On behalf of the thousands of Armenian
Americans living in my congressional district, |
invite my colleagues to stand with me and the
proud people of Nagorno Karabakh in remem-
bering the lives lost and reinvigorating our
commitment to freedom and democracy.

—————

CELEBRATING THE CAREER AND
ACHIEVEMENTS OF BILL BAILEY

HON. BRIAN BABIN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 3, 2016

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a great man, and an icon of our Hous-
ton community, retired Harris County Precinct
8 Constable Bill Bailey.

Bill Bailey has been the voice of
RodeoHouston for the past three decades. He
has brought unparalleled enthusiasm and
depth of expertise to his craft, honed by years
of experience. Bill has been involved with the
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo for over
50 years, where he serves as both a board
member and a lifetime vice president.

Bill's iconic voice and announcing talent
were honed by an equally prodigious career in
broadcast radio, which saw Bill inducted into
the Country Radio Broadcasters Hall of Fame
in 2010. Through the medium of the Houston
Livestock Show and Rodeo, Bill Bailey has
also been instrumental in raising millions of
dollars for educational scholarships to benefit
Texas area youth and to enrich countless
other worthy causes across Southeast Texas.

Let me extend my most hearty congratula-
tions to Bill Bailey as he retires from
RodeoHouston and turns the page on another
chapter in his storied life.

——

RECOGNIZING YOUNG
ENTREPRENEURS

HON. KEVIN CRAMER

OF NORTH DAKOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 3, 2016

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, North Dakota’s
research universities are nurturing bright stu-
dents in a variety of programs that encourage
them to learn, grow, innovate and even
change the world.

Today, | congratulate North Dakota State
University student Andrew Dalman, a graduate
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